[Autologous bone marrow transplantation for the treatment of malignant lymphoma in adults].
Seventeen adult patients with malignant lymphoma, including Hodgkin's disease(HD) during relapse after first-line chemotherapy (6 cases) or in advanced stage (2 cases) and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) of high grades after staging (9 cases) were treated with high-dose chemoradiotherapy (Hd-VCCA+TLI) and autologous bone marrow transplantation(ABMT). 16 cases (94.1%) obtained complete remission (CR) after ABMT. The current long-term disease-free probability is 86% for HD group and 62% for NHL group. One case with marrow involvement proved by marrow harvesting is in prolonged unmaintained CR for more than 3 years after ABMT with marrow purging in vitro by hyperthermia (42 C x 60 min). 4 cases with advanced disease relapsed died within two years. 2 cases with advanced lymphoblastic lymphoma relapsed and died of acute lymphoblastic leukemia. These results confirmed the value of ABMT in the treatment of adult malignant lymphoma and suggest that it is necessary to purge the residual tumor cells in the bone marrow before ABMT in the patients with marrow involvement or lymphoblastic lymphoma.